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The promised reforms of the Phanariote system of
government remained a dead letter. A Turkish edict
of 1784 had prohibited the removal of the governors
except for felony ; but this too was disregarded. All
the evils of the system continued uncliminished. Plague
and famine afflicted the land, which had once been the
granary of the Turkish Empire. Brigand chiefs, like
the notorious Pasvanoglu, of whom we shall hear again
in the history of Bulgaria, made repeated inroads into
the principalities. The Turkish soldiers, who were
sent to suppress him, fraternised with his robber-band ;
\Vallachia cried aloud to be defended from her
defenders. The Greek governor and the Iwjwrds fled
at the mere rumour of the terrible brigand's approach,
as if a new horde of barbarians were upon them. Such
was the condition of the present kingdom of Roumania
a century ago.

But in 1802 the dawn of a new era began. The
fear of Bonaparte had thrown the Sultan into the arms
of Russia. The Czar obtained a provision to the effect
that henceforth the governors of Moldavia and Walla-
chia should be appointed for seven years, and should
not be removed during their term of office except for
good reason, and even then only with the permission
of the Russian ambassador at Constantinople. Thus
the vague right of intervention, which Russia had
obtained by the treaties of Kalnardji and Jassy, was
converted into a definite understanding. Another
event of much benefit to the Roumanians was the
appointment of a British consul at Bucharest, while
Russia secured the nomination of two puppets of hers
to the Moldavian and Wallachian thrones. These